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Books 





Continued from page 41 


Technological Terrorism by Richard 
C. Clark. The Devin-Adair Company. 
$10. 

“The problem facing the United 
States today — and the West in gen- 
eral — is survival. The question is 
whether we can survive without 
some form of crisis government as 
we try to deal with mass, doomsday 
terrorism.” 

The author devotes the first two- 
thirds of his book to describing the 
range of possible terrorist actions us- 
ing 
Technological terrorism means the 


weapons of mass destruction. 
use of chemical, biological, bacteri- 
ological, and nuclear instruments as 
weapons against targets, usually ci- 
vilian, and used indiscriminately for 


maximum destruction. The author 
describes how the government has 
consistently misled the public re- 
garding nuclear security and its abil- 
ity to handle possible terrorist inci- 
And 
terrorism have promoted the 
that from 


using weapons of mass destruction 


dents. some “experts” on 
idea 
terrorists would refrain 
because of potential adverse public- 
ity. Such reasoning, says the author 
is false. He claims that a proper as- 
sessment of the possibility of techno- 
logical terrorism should be based on 
three questions: “1) is the technical 
knowledge available, and to whom 
and at what level of expertise?; 2) are 
the the 


willingness to use these instruments 


materials available?; 3) is 
present?” The author contends that 
there are terrorists who have or can 
get the expertise, can obtain the nec- 
essary materials, and are willing to 
use weapons that would cause wide- 
spread death or destruction. 

If we are to confront and manage 
this problem of technological terror- 
ism, we need to have more and better 
security; but most importantly, the 
U.S. needs to examine the subject of 
crisis government. The author calls 
for the establishment of constitution- 
al mechanisms that will allow the 
president to define a national emer- 
gency and assume the wide-ranging 
power inherent under a crisis gov- 


ernment. This final section is 
thought-provoking and it makes this 
book required reading for anyone 
interested in, or concerned with, the 


problem of terrorism and security. 


Terrorism: Threat, Reality, Re- 
sponse by Robert Kupperman and 
Darrell Trent. Stanford: Hoover [n- 
stitution Press, 1979. 


The first part of this book is a brief 
history of terrorists and terrorism 
from Russian anarchism to the pres- 
ent day. The second chapter reviews 
the terrorist arsenal, particularly var- 
ious “weapons” that, if used, would 
be vastly destructive and disruptive. 
These weapons include a range of 
biological, chemical and radiological 
agents and devices. There is a 
glimpse of society’s critical nodes — 
electric power grids, petroleum pipe- 
lines and computer systems. 

The authors give us a good over- 
view of security countermeasures, 
crisis/incident management, and in- 
ternational legal and political aspects 
of dealing with terrorism. Finally, 
they review the emergency prepar- 
edness conditions of the federal gov- 
ernment. They conclude that “we are 
poorly prepared to deal with nation- 
ally disruptive acts of terrorism. Our 
capability to manage terrorist crises 
is limited. Our state of preparedness 
is not adequately developed. The in- 
ternational community is inte- 
grated into pre-planned modes of 


response 


not 


terrorist be- 
hardening, and the 
problem of restoration after attack is 
only in its infancy.” 


Research on 


havior, target 


The second half of the book con- 
sists of several selected readings on: 
the evolution of revolutionary war- 
fare; the oil and natural gas indus- 
tries as targets for terrorism; crisis 
management; negotiating with ter- 
rorists; heuristic modeling in analy- 
sis of terrorist activities; terrorism, 
media, and the police; medical sur- 
vival of terrorist victims; and, hos- 
tage rescues. 

[his book provides a balanced 
treatment of terrorism and sums up 
most of the known countermeasures. 
The selected readings are a mixed 
bag ranging from the general over- 
view to technicalities only a systems 
analyst could love. 
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